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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  the  County  Council  of 
Clackmannan,  and  the  Town  Councils  of  Alloa,  Alva, 
Tillicoultry  and  Dollar. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1941  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the 
County  of  Clackmannan  and  the  Burghs  within  it. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also 
included. 

I have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  generous  support  1 
have  had  from  members  of  the  County  and  Town  Councils  'since 
my  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I also  wish  to  thank  those  engaged  in  public  health  work  in 
the  County  for  their  willing  assistance  and  loyalty  and  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  my  fellow  officials. 

I hare  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  ROUGHEAD, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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COUNTY  OF  CLACKMANNAN 

1941. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH. 


The  major  health  services,  for  which  the  County  Council  are 
responsible,  are  dealt  with  first,  while  separate  sections  follow 
dealing  with  the  minor  health  services  for  which  the  County  and 
Town  Councils  are  each  responsible  in  their  respective  areas. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  whole  County  including 
the  Burghs. 

Population. — The  Registrar  General  states  that  the  popula- 
tion estimate  is  to  be  treated  as  confidential  and  must  not  be  pub- 
lished. It  will  not,  therefore,  be  possible  to  give  the  usual  de- 
tailed statistics. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  (corrected  for  transfers) 
assigned  to  the  County  was  628,  of  which  334  were  males  and  294 
females. 

There  were  49  illegitimate  births  as  compared  with  27  last 
year. 

Still  Births. — A provisional  figure  of  33  is  given  as  the  num- 
ber of  still  births  by  the  Registrar  General. 

infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
numbered  45,  being  a decrease  of  2 on  last  year’s  figure. 

Marriages. — There  were  321  marriages. 

Deaths. — After  allowing  for  transfers,  deaths  from  all  causes 
numbered  445,  of  which  229  were  males  and  216  females. 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  1941:  — 

Heart  Disease,  92;  cancer,  68;  cerebral  haemorrhage,  50; 
bronchitis,  15;  congenital  debility,  28;  old  age,  21;  violence,  26; 
tuberculosis  (all  forms)  20;  nephritis  and, other  genito-urinary 
diseases,  16;  pneumonia  (all  forms)  12. 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — Influenza  accounted  for  3 
deaths;  whooping  cough,  1;  diphtheria,  1;  and  cerebro-spinal 
fever,  2. 


Tuberculous  Diseases. — There  were  12  deaths  from  pulmon- 
ary tuberculosis,  a decrease  of  5 on  last  year’s  figure. 

There  were  8 deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  an  in- 
crease of  5 on  last  year’s  figure. 

Cancer. — This  disease  accounted  for  68  deaths  (31  male  and 
37  female)  compared  with  49  during  last  year.  All  but  11  deaths 
occurred  in  persons  over  55  years  of  age. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. — There  were  50  deaths  due  to 
cerebral  haemorrhage.  All  but  4 were  persons  over  55  years  of 
age. 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. — Heart  disease  account- 
ed for  92  of  the  100  deaths  in  this  group. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — There  were  31  deaths 
due  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  excluding  tuberculosis. 
Pneumonia  accounted  for  12  and  bronchitis  for  15  of  the  total 
deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  Genito-urinary  systpm. — There  were  16 
deaths  due  to  diseases  of  this  system  of  which  7 were  attributed 
to  nephritis  and  9 to  other  causes. 

Violent  Deaths. — There  were  26  deaths  of  which  4 were  due 
to  road  transport  accidents. 

Table  I.  of  Appendix  gives  the  causes  of  Death  at  the  various 
age  groups. 


MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  was  45,  being  2 less  than  last  year’s  figure. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc., 
accounted  for  62  per  cent,  of  the  infant  deaths,  while  9 per  cent, 
were  due  to  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  and  9 per  cent,  to  diarrhoea 

Notification  of  Births. — The  number  of  births  (excluding 
still  births)  registered  in  the  County  was  526  of  which  34  were 
transferred  out  while  J. 36  were  transferred  to  this  Area  from  other 
districts,  giving  a total  of  628. 

Of  the  25  still  births  registered,  9 were  transferred  to  the 
County  from  other  districts  and  1 was  transferred  from  this  Area. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  two  maternal  deaths  not 
due  to  puerperal  sepsis.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  3.0  per 
1000  total  births  as  compared  with  a rate  of  4.7  for  Scotland. 
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Report  under  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915: — 


1.  Total  number  of  births  notified  during  1941  511 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  (within 

ten  days)  during  1941  17 

Actual  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives  during 

1941  170 

Actual  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  (within 
ten  days)  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives 
during  1941  3 


Actual  number  of  cases  not  attended  by  a doctor  or 
midwife  during  1941 

Births  ...  — 

Deaths  ...  — 

2.  Cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum: — 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1941  2 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of 

midwives  during  1941  — 


4. 


5. 


Cases  of  puerperal  infection. — 


Puerperal  Puerperal 
Sepsis  Pyrexia 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1941  3 3 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  1941  ...  — — 

Actual  number  of  eases  occurring  in  the 

practice  of  midwives  during  1941  1 — 

Actual  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the 


practice  of  midwives  during  1941  ...  — 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  when 
confinement  not  attended  by  a doctor  or 

midwife  during  1941  — 


Cases  of  Still-births: — 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1941  24 

Cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  mid- 
wives   6 

During  the  year  practitioners  were  called 
to  10  cases  of  emergency  as  follows: — 

Excessive  Bleeding  1 

Contracted  Pelvis  1 

Prolapse  of  Cord  f 1 

Malformation  of  Child  2 

Rise  of  Temperature  1 

Prolongation  of  2nd  Stage  1 

Ruptured  Perineum  3 

10 
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6 General  Report  on  the  working  of  the  Act: — 

Sixteen  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practice ; in 
the  County  District,  3;  Alloa,  6;  Alva,  2;  Tillcoultry,  2;  and 
Dollar,  2.  Nine  of  the  Midwives  normally  act  as  maternity 
nurses  and  not  as  midwives  although  qualified  to  do  so  in 
terms  of  the  Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937. 

The  inspections  of  midwives  throughout  the  year  num- 
bered 19. 


Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937. — The  County  Coun- 
cil Scheme  under  this  Act  ensures  that  women  who  are  to  be  con- 
fined in  their  own  homes  will  have  adequate  medical  and  nursing 
care  before,  during  and  after  child-birth  should  they  so  desire. 
During  1941  there  were  470  applications  and  418  confinements 
took  place.  This  means  that  77  per  cent,  of  the  births  notified  in 
the  County  took  place  at  home  under  the  Maternity  Services 
Scheme,  an  increase  of  6 per  cent,  on  last  year’s  figure. 

Thirty-two  mothers  had  to  be  removed  to  hospital. 

Home  Visitation: — 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Health  Visitors’ 
visits  to  children  and  expectant  mothers: — 

Number  Visited : — 


County  Alloa  Alva  Tilli-  Dollar  Total 
District  coultry 


Infants  

244 

247 

49 

41 

26 

607 

Children  (1-5  years)  

240 

202 

71 

94 

32 

639 

Expectant  Mothers 

75 

36 

34 

27 

9 

181 

Total  Visits: — 

Infants  

967 

875 

146 

178 

177 

2313 

Children  (1-5  years) 

1169 

1137 

433 

524 

161 

3424 

Expectant  Mothers  

192 

43 

59 

50 

35 

379 

Child  Welfare  Clinics: — 

There  are  three  Child  Welfare  Clinics  held  in  the  County  as 
under: — 

1.  Alloa.  Every  Thursday  afternoon  from  3-4,  in  Y.M.C.A. 

Headquarters.  A Doctor  is  in  attendance  on  1st 
and  3rd  Thursdays  of  each  month. 

2.  Alva.  Every  Tuesday  afternoon  from  3-4  in  Eadie  Church 

Hall.  A Doctor  is  in  attendance  on  the  2nd  Tues- 
day of  each  month. 

3.  Tillicoultry.  Even,’  Thursday  afternoon  from  3-4  in  British 

Legion  Hall,  Hamilton  Street.  A Doctor  is  in  at- 
tendance on  the  4th  Thursday  of  each  month, 
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Attendances: — The  attendances  of  mothers  at  the  Child  \V<  I- 
f are  Centres  were: — Alloa,  1322;  Alva,  819;  Tillicoultry, 

The  attendances  of  children  were: — Alloa,  1172;  Alva,  848;  Tilli- 
coultry, 1118.  The  educational  side  of  the  work  is  dealt  with  at 
the  mothercraft  meetings,  of  which  there  were  19  in  Alloa,  .‘13  in 
Alva,  and  31  in  Tillicoultry. 

Consultations: — The  following  particulars  give  the  numl  • r 
of  consultations  and  the  conditions  found  on  examination:  — 

Alloa  Alva  Tilly. 


No.  of  Sessions  (one  hour’s  duration)  22  9 

(a)  Number  of  children  attending  under  1 year  of  age  ...  98  10  18 

Number  of  children  attending  over  1 year  of  age  34 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  under  1 year  of  age 117  19  53 

Total  number  of  attendances  over  1 year  of  age  60  15  37 

(c)  Illnesses  Recorded: — Rickets,  digestive  disturbances,  thread  worm 


bronchial  affections,  phimosis,  skin  affections,  tonsils  and  adenoid-, 
eye,  ear  and  nasal  diseases,  enlarged  glands,  deformities,  injuries, 
malnutrition,  naevus,  dental  caries,  etc. 

(d)  Ante-natal  Consultations: — Five  expectant  mothers  attended 

(e)  Post-natal  Consultations: — Eleven  attendances  by  mothers. 

Voluntary  Workers. — I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  work  so  ably  done  by  tbe  Voluntary  Helpers  at  the  three 
Clinics. 

Special  Treatment  Centres: — 

Facilities  at  the  School  Clinics  are  available  for  the  treatment 
of  pre-school  children. 

Three  children  were  referred  to  the  School  Dental  Clinic. 
Seven  children  were  treated  by  the  Eye  Specialist  at  the 
School  Clinic. 

The  Health  Visitors  attended  25  cases  suffering  from  minor 
ailments. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic: — 

School  and  pre-school  children  are  treated  at  this  Clinic  and 
a few  adults  also  attend.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  undernoted 
figures,  more  cases  were  treated  in  1941  than  tn  the  previous  year. 


(a)  Number  of  cases: — 

1940  1941 

Day  Nursery  Children  20  49 

t Out-patients  71  99 

(b)  Number  of  attendances: — 

Day  Nursery  Children  258  248 

Out-patients  1947  1847 


Day  Nursery: — 

(a)  Number  of  attendances: — 
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1940  1941 


(1)  Under  1 year  of  age  

946 

691 

(2)  Over  1 year  of  age  

3976 

4891 

4922 

5582 

The  number  of  attendances  shows  a marked  increase  on  the 
iigures  for  last  year  and  is  the  highest  on  record  since  the  Day 
Nursery  was  instituted  in  1917. 

(b)  The  charges  for  daily  children  have  been  increased  to  8d,  and 
7d  is  charged  for  each  child  if  more  than  one  attends  from  the 
same  household.  A charge  of  Is  is  made  for  day  and  night  resi- 
dence. Necessitous  children  are  admitted  free. 


Total  charges  (5,582)  attendances)  £130  19  9 

(c)  Keceipts  £125  2 3 


During  the  year,  15  children  were  resident  day  and  night  in 
the  nursery,  making  a total  of  252  days  residence.  Most  of  the 
children  were  admitted  owing  to  their  mothers  having  to  go  to 
hospital  or  for  other  good  reason. 

Food  and  Milk: — 

Mothers.  Children. 

(1)  Number  of  persons  supplied  with 
liquid  milk,  dried  milk,  milk  sub- 
stitutes and  other  food  prepara- 


tions   5 420 

(2)  Liquid  Milk: — 

Total  quantity  supplied  (gallons)  19 


(3)  Dried  milk  and  other  milk  substitutes: — 

Total  Quantity 
Supplied. 

Ostermilk  1456  lbs. 

Trufood  322  lbs. 

(4)  Other  food  preparations: — 

Malt  and  Oil 
Virol  


998  lbs. 
380  lbs, 
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(5)  Total  Cost  to  Local  Authority  (2)  £2  17  0 

(3)  176  9 0 

(4)  85  12  2 


£264  18  2 

Amount  recovered  by  Local  Authority  248  2 3 


Net  Cost  £16  15  11 


Maternity  Hospitals: — 

Forty-four  maternity  cases  were  removed  to  Stirling  Royal 
Infirmary  Maternity  Centre  and  five  to  the  County  Hospital, 
Alloa,  for  the  following  conditions: — 


Ante-partum  haemorrhage  4 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  1 

Placenta  praevia  2 

Contracted  pelvis  5 

Malpresentation  11 

Hyperemesis  gravidarum  2 

Albuminuria  8 

Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia  2 

Pyelitis  2 

Mastitis  1 

Pneumonia  1 

Delayed  labour  4 

Retained  placenta  2 

Other  conditions  4 
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Home  Helps. — One  application  for  a home  help  was  received 

and  granted. 

Educational. — Talks  and  demonstrations  were  given  at  child 
welfare  clinics  by  the  Voluntary  Helpers  and  Health  Visitors. 
The  Health  Visitors  gave  advice  when  visiting  the  homes. 


9 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  JULY,  1941. 


II.  (a)  Number  of  Schools  19 

(b)  Number  of  children  on  Register  and  in  average 
attendance.  The  accompanying  Table  gives 
particulars. 


SCHOOL 

Average 
No.  on 
Roll 

Average 
No.  in 
Attendance 

Percentage 

of 

Attendance 

Primary — 

Alloa  Academy  E.D.  ...• 

133-9 

115-0 

85-9 

Alva  Academy  E.D. 

504-3 

431-4 

85-5 

Clackmannan  ... 

366-3 

326-9 

89-2 

Coalsnaughton 

164-3 

150-7 

91-7 

Dollar  Public  ... 

119-3 

101-8 

85-3 

Fishcross 

140-3 

123-3 

87-9 

Forestmill 

19-4 

18-3 

94-3 

Menstrie 

140-8 

125-9 

89  4 

Park 

507-5 

435-9 

85  9 

Sauchie 

424-3 

376-1 

88-6 

""'South 

180-4 

156-0 

86-4 

Sunnyside 

444-8 

409-1 

92-0 

Tillicoultry 

542-3 

474-9 

87-6 

Tullibody 

174-7 

1 58-5 

90-7 

Alloa  Episcopal 

166-1 

155-2 

93-4 

Alloa  (Town)  St.  Mungo’s 

319-3 

266-0 

83-8 

Secondary — 

Alloa  Academy 

270-8 

254  1 

93-8 

Alva  Academy 

194-9 

175-9 

90-3 

Alloa  Technical  and  Com- 

mercial 

328-6 

291-5 

88-7 

Special  Class — 

Ludgate 

15-0 

10-6 

71-7 

5157-3 

4557-1 

88*1 
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Under  Dollar 

Dollar  Academy  Prep 

Dollar  Academy  


Governors. 

121.6 

106.7 

87.7 

498.4 

463.1 

92.9 

620.0 

569.8 

191.8 

III.  Number  of  Visits  to  Schools  for  Systematic  Exam- 
inations by  Medical  Officers  92 

IV.  Number  of  Special  Visits  to  Schools  by  the  Medical 

Officers  106 

V.  Number  of  Clinics  attended  by  Medical  Officers  76 

VI.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools: — 


Improvements  and  repairs  carried  out  in  the  Schools 

during  the  past  year  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

1.  Anti-splinter  netting  and  varnish  have  been  applied  to 
the  windows  of  schools  in  Alloa  and  to  the  windows  of 
rooms  used  in  evenings  in  other  schools.  The  windows 
have  also  been  blacked-out. 

2.  Ladders  have  been  provided  at  certain  schools  and 
other  arrangements  made  to  give  access  to  roofs. 

3.  Additional  surface  air  raid  shelters  have  been  con- 
structed at  Alva  Academy  and  Tillicoultry  School  and 
similar  shelters  have  been  provided  at  Menstrie,  Coal- 
snaughton  and  Dollar  Public  Schools. 

4.  Rooms  in  church  and  other  local  halls  are  still  in  use  at 
Tillicoultry  and  a hut  has  been  properly  equipped  and 
heated. 

5.  Painter  work  arranged  for: — 

St  Mungo’s  School,  Alloa  (inside). 

Park  School,  Alloa  (outside). 

Dalmore  School,  Alva  (outside). 

Schoolhouse,  Coalsnaugliton  (outside). 

School  and  Schoolhouse,  Clackmannan  (outside). 

Domestic  Centre,  Alloa  (inside). 

VII.  B.  School  Nurses. 

The  following  shows  the  work  of  the  nurses  during  the 

year,  exclusive  of  their  work  at  the  various  Clinics  which 


is  dealt  with  in  Section  NI. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools  with  Medical  Officer  92 

, No.  of  other  Visits  to  Schools  363 

No.  of  Visits  to  Homes  409 

No.  of  Examinations  of  children  in  School  6475 

No.  of  Inspections  and  Clinics  with  Dentists 119 
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F.  Presence  of  Parents. 

✓ 

The  number  of  parents  present  at  the  routine  exam- 
inations was  508  for  the  1581  children  examined  or  82.13 
per  cent,  compared  with  28.87  last  year  and  a mean  of 
83.93  in  the  preceding  five  years.  The  following  figures 
give  the  percentage  of  children  accompanied  by  their 
parents  in  the  different  age  groups: — 

Age  5 59.07  per  cent. 

Age  9 28.79  per  cent. 

Age  13  3.45  per  cent. 

Age  16  0.00  per  cent. 

VIII.  A.  Total  Number  of  Children  Examined. 


(a)  Entrants  (aged  about  5): — 

Boys  285 

Girls  294 

Born  in  Year,  1931. 

(Aged  Nine  +). 

Boys  255 

Girls  266 

Born  in  Year,  1927. 

(Aged  Thirteen  +). 

Bovs  241 

Girls  223 

Born  in  Year,  1924. 

(Aged  Sixteen  +). 

Bovs  10 

Girls  7 


Total  Routine  Cases  1581 

(b)  Cases  Specially  Presented  618 


2194 

Re-examinations  347 


2541 

The  total  number  examined  last  year  was  2,347  and 
the  mean  of  the  preceding  five  years  was  2,511. 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  classes  of  children 
examined  for  infectious  or  contagious  diseases.  They  in- 
clude “Specials"  sent  to  Alloa  Inspection  Clinic,  particu- 
lars of  which  will  be  found  in  Section  XI. 
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B.  and  C.  Number  of  Individual  children  inspected  at 
systematic  examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requir- 
ing treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries.) 


Entrants  82 

Second  Age  Group  86 

Third  Age  Group  66 


Secondary  Age  Group 


234 


Statistics  of  Conditions  found  at  Systematic  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  and  percentage  of  children  affected  in  each  age-group. 
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IX.  SPECIAL  CLASSES. 

Class  for  dull  and  backward  and  mentally  defective 
children  in  Alloa: — 


On  roll  at  beginning  of 
On  roll  at  end  of 

At  31st  July,  1941 

In  Larbert  Institution 

St  Joseph’s  School,  Eosewell 

In  Boyal  Blind  Asylum,  Edin- 
burgh 

St  Vincent  School  for  Blind, 
Glasgow 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Institutions, 
Edinburgh 

Various  Approved  Schools, 
etc. 


year — 11  Boys  4 Girls  Total  15 
year — 11  Boys  4 Girls  Total  15 

1 Child 

1 trainee  over  10  vears 
1 Child 
1 Child 

4 Trainees  over  1G  years 
1 Child 

1 Child 
20  Children 

7 Trainees  over  16  years 


X.  Medical  Treatment. 


A.  Minor  Ailments. 
Alloa  Inspection  Clinic. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

cases 

cases 

CONDITIONS. 

ex- 

cluded 

not  ex- 
cluded 

Totals. 

from 

from 

School. 

School. 

Impetigo 

37 

13 

50  ! 

Scabies 

. . * . . 

138 

6 

144 

Favua  and  Ringworm, 

• . . 

4 

0 

4 

Other  Skin  Affections. 

... 

13 

8 

21 

Verminous  Cases, 

, 

3 

1 

4 

Infectious  Diseases. 

. 

27 

1 

28 

Affections  of  Throat,  .. 

. ... 

25 

3 

28 

M 

Glands, 

. ... 

2 

0 

2 

Eyes, 

\ Conjunctivitis, 

10 

1 

1 1 

If 

1 Blepharitis, 

7 

3 

10 

Otorrhoea, 

..  . 

11 

9 

20 

it 

Heart  and  Anaemia  ... 

19 

3 

22 

Bronchitis, 

22 

7 

29 

Lungs,  < 

Tuberculosis, 

0 

0 

0 

it 

Suspected  T.B. , 

0 

0 

0 

Others,  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Nervous 

'Chorea,  ... 

1 

0 

1 

a 

System, 

1 Epilepsy, 

o 

O 

1 

4 

>t 

Non- 

Pulmon-  4 

Bowels,  ... 
Glands,  ... 
Bones, 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

ary  T.B. 

[ Skin, 

... 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Conditions, 

. 

88 

62 

150 

Total, 

411 

118 

529 

Rk  - Examinations, 

. 

305 

25 

330 

Total  Attendances,  ... 

716 

113 

b59 
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TREATMENT  CLINIC. 
Conditions  Treated. 


PARTICULARS  OF  CLINIC. 

Ear 

Affec- 

tions 

Eye 

Affec- 

tions 

Skin  Affe’tiou* 

Other 

Cond’s 

Total 

Ring- 

worm 

& 

Favus 

Other 

Coud’t 

i No.  of  Cases. 

<14 

183 

14 

432 

1184 

1907 

ALLOA.  J 

! No.  of  Attendees. 

643 

616 

60 

2220 

3833 

7372 

i No.  of  Cases. 

22 

39 

0 

42 

490 

593 

AL7A.  j 

( No.  of  Attend’ces. 

1S6 

102 

0 

171 

1312 

1771 

TILLI-  jNo’  of  Cases- 

9 

22 

0 

32 

413 

476 

COULTRY.  1XT  f ...  ,, 

(No.  of  Attend  ces. 

24 

4S 

0 

167 

1109 

1348 

CLACK-  1 No-  of  Cases‘ 

24 

45 

0 

145 

592 

806 

MANNAN.  1 No  of  Attend’ces. 

88 

109 

0 

277 

1337 

1811 

( No.  of  Cases. 

8 

4 

0 

34 

222 

26S 

, MENSTRIE. 

( No.  of  Attend’ces. 

37 

1! 

0 

135 

721 

904 

( No.  of  Cases. 

1 

3 

0 

11 

170 

185 

DOLLAR.  1 

( No.  of  Attend’ces. 

1 

4 

0 

25 

256 

286 

( No.  of  Cases. 

4 

2 

0 

29 

64 

99 

SAUC1IIE.  j 

( No.  of  Attend’ces. 

6 

2 

0 

53 

87 

14S 

Total  Cases, 

162 

298 

14 

725 

3135 

4334 

Total  Attendances, 

985 

892 

GO 

304 S 

8355 

13640 
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B.  Defective  Vision. 

Non- 

Necessitous.  Necessitous.  Total. 
Cases  treated  during  the  year  ...  19  123  143 

C.  Defective  Teeth. 


Mr  Melville's 
Clinic. 

2 c 

Sc 

a ce 
2 <= 

» £ 
K 

Special  and 
Emer.  Cases. 

Total 

Age  6,  ... 

231 

— 

231 

Age  7,  ... 

253 

— 

253 

Age  9,  ... 

263 

— 

263 

Age  12,  ... 

247 

— 

247 

Totals, 

994 

— 

994 

Mr  Wilson’s 
Clinic. 

Age  6,  ... 

218 



218 

Age  7,  ... 

216 

— 

216 

Age  9,  ... 

257 

— 

257 

Age  12,  ... 

215 

— 

215 

Totals, 

906 

46 

952 

Combined 

Totals, 

1900 

46 

1946 

22 


Defective  Teeth  (Continued) 
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Supply  of  Boots,  Clothing,  etc. 

During  this  session  there  has  been  one  communal  feeding 
scheme,  namely  in  Tillicoultry  School,  where  a two  course  lunch 
has  been  given  to  41  evacuees  and  56  local  children. 

The  Horlick’s  Scheme,  which  was  instituted  in  November, 
1934,  has  still  been  in  operation  in  a somewhat  modified  form 
during  the  session.  Three  schools  participated  most  of  the  time 
and  the  number  of  children  varied  from  80  to  380.  In  May,  the 
remaining  schools,  two  in  number,  which  were  participating 
changed  over  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  scheme. 

The  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  Scheme,  which  was  instituted 
on  7th  May,  1935,  has  operated  during  the  whole  session.  The 
number  of  children  participating  has  varied  from  1703  to  3719. 
All  schools  under  the  Committee  were  taking  part  in  the  scheme 
at  the  end  of  the  session. 

Twenty-five  children  recommended  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  were  supplied  with  extra  nourishment.  An  increase  of  16 
on  last  year’s  figure. 

During  the  year  233  children  were  supplied  with  boots  and/or 
clothing  through  the  Joint  Committees  of  the  Education  Com- 
mittee, Public  Assistance  Committees  and  School  Management 
Committees.  Certain  children  had  their  boots  repaired.  Many 
others  were  supplied  with  boots  through  special  funds  which  exist 
in  Alloa  and  Dollar. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including - 
tuberculosis,  notified  was  358.  Cases  occurring  in  H.M.  Forces 
are  not  included  and  in  some  the  original  diagnosis  is  revised. 
This  figure  shows  a decrease  of  16  on  the  total  for  1940  and  may 
be  compared  with  277  in  1939;  338  in  1938;  375  in  1937  and  292 
in  1936. 

Table  II.  of  Appendix  gives  details  of  the  cases  notified. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — Eight  cases  were  notified,  a decrease 
of  15  on  last  year’s  figures. 

Diphtheria. — During  the  year  107  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified,  compared  with  124  in  1940.  All  but  one  of  the  cases 
were  removed  to  hospital.  One  child  who  had  not  been  immun- 
ised against  the  disease,  died. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria: — 

The  Public  Health  and  Education  Committees  unanimously 
approved  a Scheme  whereby  school  and  pre-school  children  in  the 
County  would  be  immunised  against  Diphtheria  free  of  charge. 
The  following  is  a review  of  the  Campaign,  which  commenced  on 
10th  February,  1941,  and  concluded  on  13th  June,  1941. 


Number  of  Clinics  held. 

Clinics  were  made  accessible  to  all  in  the  County  and  91  sessions  wen 
held  in  the  following  schools: — 


Park  School  10 

South  School  3 

Tech,  and  Com.  School  5 

St  John’s  School  4 

Alloa  Academy  3 

Sunnyside  School  8 

St  Mungo’s  School  6 

Sauchie  School  6 

Fishcross  School  3 


Tullibody  School  3 

Menstrie  School  3 

Alva  Academy  9 

Tillicoultry  School  6 

Coalsnaughton  School  ...  4 

Dollar  Public  School  4 

Clackmannan  School  6 

Forestmill  School  ‘2 

Dollar  Academy  6 


Number  of  Children  Immunised. 


(a)  School  Children: — 

Immunised  at  clinics  4-587 

Immunised  privately  G20 


5207 

The  percentage  number  of  children  immunised  in  each  School  was 
as  follows,  viz. : — 


Park  School  95  per  cent. 

South  School  96  per  cent. 

T.  and  C.  School  94  per  cent. 
St  John’s  School  91  per  cent. 
Alloa  Academy  ...  91  per  cent. 
Sunnyside  School  95  per  cent. 
St  Mungo’s  School  95  per  cent. 
Sauchie  School  ...  96  per  cent. 
Fishcross  School  98  per  cent. 


Tullibody  School  ...  96  per  cent. 
Menstrie  School  ...  97  per  cent. 
Alva  Academy  94  per  cent. 


Tillicoultry  School 
Coalsnaughton  S. 
Dollar  P.  School 
Clackmannan  S. 
Forestmill  School 


97  per  cent. 
96  per  cent. 
91  per  cent. 
. 91  per  cent. 
100  per  cent. 
95  per  cent. 


Dollar  Academy 

The  average  percentage  number  of  school  children  immunised  was 
95  per  cent. 


(b)  Pre-School  Children: — 

Immunised  at  clinics 
Immunised  privately 


1624 

This  figure  represents  77  per  cent,  of  pre-school  children  of  immunis- 
able  age  (9  months  to  5 years). 


P243 

38^ 


Toxoid. 

The  material  used  was  supplied,  free  of  charge,  by  the  Department  of 
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Health  for  Scotland  and  the  following  amounts  were  used: — 


Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  (A.P.T. ) 4240  c.c. 

Toxoid  Antitoxin  Floceules  (T.A.F.)  318  c.c. 


The  following  covers  the  main  items  of  expenditure : — 


Doctor’s  Fees  (at  2 guineas  per  session  £172  4 0 

Apparatus  40  5 0 

Cards,  leaflets,  etc 2G  14  G 

Advertising,  etc 17  18  0 


£257  1 6 

The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign  in  the  County  has 
been  a marked  success,  since  95  per  cent,  of  the  School  children 
and  77  per  cent,  of  the  Pre-School  children  of  immunisable  age 
(9  months  to  5 years)  have  been  fully  immunised  against  the 
disease. 

At  clinics  12,214  single  injections  were  given,  an  average  of 
145  per  session.  Approximately  7 per  cent,  of  the  children  im- 
munised showed  reactions  of  varying  degree.  In  a very  few  cases 
only  could  the  re-action  be  considered  severe. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  now  become  one  of  the  routine 
Public  Health  Services  in  the  County. 

The  success  of  a Campaign  such  as  this,  can  be  taken  as  an 
index  of  the  interest  of  parents  in  the  welfare  of  their  children  and 
of  their  progressive  outlook  in  matters  of  health.  I hope  that  the 
small  number  of  parents  wdio  refused  immunisation  for  their 
children  will  reconsider  their  decision. 

My  warmest  thanks  go  to  Headmasters  and  teachers,  whose 
personal  interest  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  Scheme. 

I also  would  like  to  thank  the  General  Practitioners,  who 
were  always  ready  to  attend  Clinics. 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  merit  my  appreciation  for 
the  good  work  they  did. 

Dysentery. — Fourteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified. 
Nine  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Clackmannan  during  April  and  May. 
Six  were  under  5 years  of  age,  2 were  5-10  years,  and  a woman 
aged  80  years  died  in  Hospital.  Symptoms  were  acute,  and  in 
4 of  the  cases  bacillus  dysenteriae  Flexner  was  isolated.  In  all 
cases  diarrhoea  was  marked  with  blood  and  mucus  in  the  stools. 
In  spite  of  ext  msive  enquiries  into  articles  of  food  eaten,  no  defin- 
ite source  of  infection  was  traced,  as  is  often  the  case  in  small 
outbreaks  of  this  nature.  It  is  probable  that  one  case  infected  3 
other  members  of  the  same  household  and  in  another  family  one 
member  was  directly  infected  by  a case. 


20 


Erysipelas. — There  were  11  cases,  of  which  two  were  re- 
moved to  hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Two  cases  were  notified  and  re- 
moved to  hospital.  Vision  was  not  impaired. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  102  eases  notified  and  82  of  these 
were  treated  in  hospital. 

Puerperal  Infection. — The  six  cases  notified  recovered  in 
hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  37  cases  notified,  compared  with 
36  in  1940,  and  all  but  one  were  removed  to  hospital.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

Food  Poisoning. — On  24th  and  25th  May  a small  outbreak  of 
food  poisoning  occurred  in  Tullibody.  Xine  adults  were  affected 
with  sickness  and  diarrhoea  in  varying  degrees.  The  symptoms 
occurred  about  5 hours  after  cooked  meat  had  been  eaten.  Two 
cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  All  had  recovered  completely 
in  a few  days. 

Samples  of  meat  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
showed  the  presence  of  B.  coli  and  staphylococcus  albus  on  cul- 
ture, but  no  organisms  of  the  food  poisoning  group  were  isolated. 
The  meat  was  proved  non-pathegenic  to  laboratory  animals.  Ap- 
propriate steps  were  taken  to  trace  the  source  of  the  meat  which 
was  found  to  have  been  supplied  to  a local  shop  by  a Glasgow 
firm. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — At  the  end  of  the  year  95  persons 
resident  in  the  County  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  pulmon- 
ary tuberculosis.  The  number  of  cases  notified,  5 of  whom  were 
in  the  Services,  was  31  compared  with  23  in  1940. 

The  cases  notified  were  in  the  following  age-groups: — 


Agk-Orouf. 

Under 

5 

5 and 
under 
10 

10  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
35 

35  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

65  and 

up- 

wards. 

Total 

Mali' 8 ... 

... 

6 

2 

4 

3 

•• 

15 

Females 

... 

•• 

9 

1 

3 

3 

•• 

16 

It  should  be  noted  that  40  per  cent,  of  the  male  notifications 
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and  56  per  cent,  of  the  female  notifications  fall  within  the  15-25 
years  age  group. 

A diagnosis  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  confirmed  in  29 
of  the  cases  (15  male,  14  female). 


\ 

The  occupations  at  the  time  of  notification  were  as  follows:  — 


Males. 

H.  M.  Forces  5 

Brewery  Worker  1 

Civil  Police  2 

Civil  Servant  1 

Medical  Practitioner  ...  1 

Factory  Worker  2 

Miner  1 

Electrician  1 

Joiner  1 


15 


Females. 


Mill  Worker  8 

Domestic  Duties  6 

Cashier  1 

Shop  Assistant  1 
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Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  cases  noti- 
fied was  40  (16  males  and  24  females).  Three  of  the  males  were 
members  of  the  Services. 

The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  all  but  two  of  the  cases. 

The  cases  notified  were  in  the  following  age-groups: — 


Age  Group. 

Under 

5 

5 and 
under 

10 

10  and 
und  er 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
35 

35  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Tota’. 

Males  ... 

4 

5 

6 

... 

1 

... 

... 

16 

Females 

6 

4 

4 

6 

1 

... 

3 

... 

24 

Tuberculosis  of  superficial  glands  accounted  for  22,  abdom- 
inal glands  4,  bones  and  joints  6,  spines  2,  and  other  parts,  6,  of 
the  notifications. 

There  are  99  persons  in  the  County  known  to  be  suffering 
from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 
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S 

Aoe-Group. 

LeBion. 

Undor 

5 

5 and 
under 
10 

10  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
un  der 
35 

35  and 
under 
45 

15  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Total. 

Abdom- 

inal. 

Males... 

o 

1 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Females 

i 

1 

1 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

7 

Spine. 

Males... 

i 

... 

1 

•> 

w 

... 

... 

•• 

•• 

5 

Females 

i 

... 

3 

... 

•• 

... 

4 

Bones  and 
.Joints  (ex- 
clusive .of 
Spine). 

Males... 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

... 

1 

12 

Females 

i 

1 

1 

•• 

... 

... 

3 

6 

Superficial 

Glands. 

Males... 

2 

6 

3 

6 

1 

... 

... 

18 

Females 

/ 

1 

7 

6 

2 

2 

4 

35 

Lupus. 

Males.. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

— 

Females 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

i 

4 

Other  parts 
or  Organs. 

Males... 

... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

i 

4 

Females 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Total.. 

15 

19 

17 

26 

5 

4 

10 

3 

99 

Treatment. — The  number  of  cases  which  received  institu- 
tional treatment  for  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
is  shown  in  the  following  table.  A few  of  the  cases  received 
treatment  in  more  than  one  institution. 


Ochil  Hills  Sana- 
torium (for  pul- 
monary cases. 

County  I.  D. 
Hospital  Annexe 
(for  pulmonary  & 
non-pulmonary 
cases. 

Piincess  Margaret 
Rose  Hospital  (for 
non-pulmonary 
oases). 

Bannockburn  I.D. 
Hospital  (for  non- 
pulmonary  oases). 

County  Accident 
Hospital  (fdr  non- 
pulmonary  oases. 
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In  Institutions  on 
1st  January,  1941 

7 

5 

2 

2 

2 

••• 

Admitted  during 
year 

21 

23 

2 

... 

15 

8 

Discharged  during 
the  year  ... 

12 

18 

1 

17 

8 

Died  in  Institu- 
tions 

1 

3 

... 

... 

Remaining  at  31st 
December,  191 1 ... 

15 

7 

3 

2 

... 

... 

29 


In  his  capacity  as  Tuberculosis  Officer  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  had  391  attendances  of  patients  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dis- 
pensary compared  with  323  attendances  last  year. 

The  District  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  paid  310  visits  to 
cases  of  tuberculosis  made  up  as  follows: — County  District  235, 
Alloa  52,  Alva  15,  Tillicoultry  5,  and  Dollar  3. 

There  were  28  cases  receiving  domiciliary  treatment  with 
extra  nourishment  continued  from  last  year  and  24  similar  cases 
at  the  end  of  this  year. 

As  War  conditions  are  generally  associated  with  an  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis,  it  is  considered  opportune  to  re- 
view the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  County.  The  following 
table  for  the  years  1910-1941,  showing  the  number  of  notifications, 
the  number  of  cases  treated  in  hospital,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
of  those  suffering  from  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tubercul- 
osis has  therefore  been  prepared: — 


Year. 

Number  of  Cases 
Notified. 

Number  of  Cases 
Treated  in  Hospital. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Pul- 

moDary. 

Non-Pul-* 

monory. 

Pul- 

monary 

Non-Pul 
ni  o nary. 

Pul- 

monary. 

Non-Pul 

monary. 

1941 

31 

40 

27 

27 

13 

6 

1940 

23 

21 

32 

17 

17 

3 

1939 

17 

17 

15 

14 

11 

6 

1938 

19 

14 

18 

9 

10 

3 

1937 

21 

25 

17 

16 

9 

1 

1938 

18 

28 

9 

18 

9 

2 

1935 

29 

27 

22 

34 

19 

6 

1934 

19 

20 

17 

12 

7 

1 

1933 

34 

20 

38 

17 

14 

2 

1932 

32 

25 

21 

17 

19 

6 

1931 

35 

26 

27 

21 

12 

4 

1930 

37 

38 

32 

27 

20 

4 

1929 

33 

29 

31 

31 

18 

6 

1928 

35 

30 

38 

30 

15 

2 

1927 

38 

23 

38 

17 

21 

S 

1926 

38 

10 

22 

6 

18 

6 

1925 

27 

16 

27 

16 

5 

1924 

40 

28 

57 

29 

9 

1923 

59 

20 

51 

29 

9 

1922 

41 

26 

28 

21 

1921 

34 

16 

28 

23 

1920 

39 

17 

25 

20 

19 ' 9 

50 

29 

35 

26 

1918 

40 

26 

24 

17 

1917 

41 

23 

20 

34 

1916 

43 

32 

24 

35 

1915 

57 

25 

40 

1914 

60 

42 

29 

1913 

73 

28 

25 

1212 

50 

18 

13 

1911 

51 

... 

38 

1910 

53 

... 

32 

30 


From  the  year  1925  onwards  there  is  a general  fall  in  the 
number  of  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  the  aver- 
age number  for  the  four  years  1930-1939  gives  the  record  low  fig- 
ure of  19.  The  year  1940  shows  an  increase  of  4 and  1941  of  12 
on  this  average  figure.  Prior  to  the  last  War,  notifications  were 
very  high  and  during  the  War  period  remained  high  although 
showing  some  diminution. 

The  notifications  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  from  1916  to 
1940  with  few  exceptions  remain  constant,  the  average  being  24. 
In  1941  the  notifications  numbered  40. 

The  numbers  of  pulmonary  cases  treated  in  hospital  during 
1940  and  1941  show  a remarked  increase  over  those  treated  in  the 
years  since  1934. 

It  is  probable  that  the  usual  causal  factors  which  normally 
have  a bearing  on  the  disease  have  more  scope  during  war  time. 
Overcrowding  and  bad  ventilation  in  black-out  conditions  favour 
spray  bourne  infections  such  as  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  while 
longer  hours  at  hard  work,  and  mental  and  physical  stress  must 
have  an  injurious  effect,  especially  in  adolescents. 

Venereal  Disease. — The  returns  for  the  Stirling  Centre  for 
the  year  show  that,  from  this  County,  there  were  30  new  cases, 
of  whom  16  were  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease: 
228  attendances  were  made  by  old  and  new  patients. 

2 cases  from  this  Area  received  Treatment  in  Falkirk  Royal 
Infirmary  and  29  attendances  were  made. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  County  Council  is  in  combination  with  other  Local 
Authorities  for  the  maintenance  and  management  of  Ochil  Hills 
Sanatorium,  near  Milnathort;  Stirling  Poor  Law  Hospital  (Or- 
chard House),  Stirling;  Taylorton  Smallpox  Hospital,  near  Stir- 
ling, and  the  V.D.  Centres  at  Stirling  Royal  Infirmary  and  Fal- 
kirk Royal  Infirmary. 

Clackmannan  County  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. — The 

following  statement  shows  details  of  the  work  of  the  Hospital  dur- 
ing the  year  (exclusive  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  treated  in  the  Tub- 
erculosis Pavilion).  - 

Admissions  during  the  venr  numbered  309  as  compared  with 
311  in  1940. 

The  cases  admitted,  including  observation  cases,  were  as  follows: — 
cerebro-spinal  fever,  24;  chickenpox,  2;  diphtheria,  123;  dysentery,  15; 
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erysipelas,  o;  mumps,  8;  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  2;  acute  primary 
pneumonia,  42;  influenzal  pneumonia,  JO;  broncho-pneumonia,  25;  poli- 
omyelitis, 1;  puerperal  sepsis,  2;  puerperal  pyrexia,  5;  scarlet  fever,  37; 
typhoid  fever,  2;  paratyphoid  fever,  1;  gastro-enteritis,  1;  tuberculous 
meningitis,  1;  whooping-cough,  3. 

After  further  investigation  in  Hospital,  the  diagnosis  in  some 
of  the  cases  admitted  was  amended  as  shown  in  the  following- 
table  : — 


Original  Diagnosis. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

C'erebro-spinal  Fever 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Diphtheria 

Diphtheria 

Mumps 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Typhoid  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 


Revised  Diagnosis.  No.  Cases. 


Pneumonia  3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  3 

Meningism  3 

Septicaemia  1 

Intestinal  Toxaemia  1 

Scarlet  Fever  2 

Pneumonia  1 

Enlarged  Thymus  1 

Cervical  Adenitis,  1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  2 
Tonsillitis  1 

Cerebral  Abscess  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  1 

Tumour  of  Bowel  1 

Laryngitis  J 
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The  number  of  patients  discharged  during  the  year  was  319. 

There  were  20  deaths,  but  11  of  these  occurred  within  48 
hours  after  admission  to  Hospital.  Ten  cases  died  of  pneu- 
monia, 3 of  tuberculous  meningitis,  2 of  cerebro-spinal  fever,  2 
of  gastro  enteritis,  1 of  diphtheria,  1 of  erysipelas  and  1 of  en- 
larged thymus  and  pericarditis. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  of  patients  was  31.8  days. 

There  were  32.2  beds  occupied  on  an  average  during  year; 
the  lowest  number  occupied  (11)  was  on  11th  September  and  the 
highest  number  occupied  (59)  was  on  5th  January. 

Two  surgical  operations  were  necessary. 

Scab  es. — Twenty-one  cases  of  scabies,  occurring  mainly  in 
school  children,  were  treated  as  out-patients  and  08  attendances 
were  made.  The  discharge  block  at  the  Hospital  was  used  for 
the  purpose  and  treatment  by  benzyl  benzoate  was  employed. 

Training  Of  Nurses. — In  October,  the  General  Nursing  Coun- 
cil approved  of  the  Hospital  becoming  a training  school 
of  Nurses  in  affiliation  with  Belvidere  Infectious  Diseases  Hos- 
pital, Glasgow.  Under  this  arrangement  a nurse  will  receive  in- 
struction in  anatomy  and  physiology,  hygiene  and  dietetics,  and 


practice  theory  of  nursing  over  a period  of  two  years  and  after 
passing  the  prescribed  examination  will  go  to  Belvidere  Hospital 
for  a further  year.  At  the  end  of  this  time  she  will  sit  the  final 
part  of  the  examination  to  become  a State  Registered  Fever 
Nurse.  It  is  hoped  to  begin  training  early  in  1942  and  the  lec- 
tures will  be  given  by  the  Medical  Superintendent,  Matron  and 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  becoming  a training  school  it  is  hoped  that  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  nurses  will,  to  some  extent,  be  overcome,  as  those  wish- 
ing to  take  up  the  profession  of  nursing  may  now  begin  at  the 
Hospital. 

A progressive  step  has  been  taken,  the  status  of  the  Hospital 
has  been  enhanced,  and  the  present  high  standard  of  nursing  will 
rise  to  even  greater  heights  as  training  and  interest  grow. 

Protection  Against  Air  Raids. — Protection  of  a more  per- 
manent nature  against  air  raid  has  been  undertaken  during  the 
year  and  is  now  almost  complete.  The  sandbags  which  were 
erected  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  and  had  ceased  to  be 
efficacious  were  removed.  In  their  place  windows  have  been 
partially  bricked  up  and  reinforced  brick  baffle  walls  and  shelters 
have  been  erected.  The  shelters,  which  are  for  ambulatory  cases, 
have  been  built  on  to  each  ward  block  so  that  patients  who  have 
to  use  them  will  not  be  subjected  to  marked  differences  of  tem- 
perature. When  no  longer  required  for  personal  protection,  one 
shelter  will  be  used  as  a laboratory  and  others  as  cupboards,  and 
have  been  designed  with  this  in  view. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  following  tabulated  statement  of  the  bacteriological  work 
done  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh  includes  specimens  sent  for 
examination  from  the  County  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  examined 

for  B.  diphtheriae. 

B.  diphtheriae  virulence  test 


Throat,  nose  and  ear  swabs  for  haemolytic 

streptococci,  Vincent’s  infaction  and  general 

bacteriological  examination 

Throat  and  post-nasal  swabs  examined  for 

Meningococcus 


Total. 

Positive  ISO 
Negative  969 

H49 

Positive  5 
Negative  10 

15 


135 

Positive  1 
Negative  3 


Sputum,  pus,  urine  and  faeces  examined  for 


Positive  *23 


4 
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B.  tuberculosis  by  the  microscopic  method  Negative  99 

— 122 

Cultivation  test  for  B.  tuberculosis  Positive  1 

(sputum  and  other  specimens).  Negative  16 

— 17 

Animal  inoculation  for  B.  tuberculosis.  Positive  3 

Negative  13 

— 16 

Blood  for  Widal  reaction  (including  Positive:  B.  para  B.  5 

B.  abortus  agglutination  test).  Positive:  B.  para  A.  and  B.  1 

Negative  10 

— 16 

Blood-clot-cultures  from  specimens  submitted  for  Widal  reaction  15 

Faeces  and  urine  examined  for  organisms  Positive:  B.  typhosus  1 

of  enteric  and  dysentery  groups.  Positive:  B.  para  B.  4 

Positive:  B.  dys.  Flexner  7 

Negative  74 

— 86 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  general  bac- 
teriological examination  — 33 

Blood  for  Wassermann  reaction.  Positive  12 

Negative  21 

— S3 

Syphilis  flocculation  test — modified  Positive  5 

Sachs-Georgi  method  Negative  25 

— 30 

Syphilis  flocculation  test — Kahn  method.  Positive  9 

Negative  23 

— 32 

Water  specimens  for  general  bacteriological  examination  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  examinations  ...  52 


Total  1765 

Orthopaedic  Services. 

The  following  cases  were  treated  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Number  of  cases  treated  in  Fairmilehead  Hospital  12 

(2)  Number  of  cases  attending  local  Massage  Clinics  56 

(3)  Number  of  attendances  at  Massage  Clinics  1464 

(4)  Total  number  of  cases  under  observation  in  1941  181 
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Sick  Poor. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  for  1941: — 


Males. 

Females 

Children 

Total. 

(a)  Persons  who  received  outdoor  med- 
ical relief  in  the  Council’s  area  • 

16 

32 

66 

114 

(b)  Poor  persons  who  received  medical 
treatment  under  the  Poor  Law 
in — 

(1)  the  Council’s  institutions  - 

139 

47 

6 

19*2 

(2)  other,  inchidine;  voluntary, 
institutions 

9 

6 

0 

15 

Totals 

164- 

85 

72 

321 

Diabetes. 

During  the  year  11  patients  received  insulin  under  the  County 
Council  Scheme  at  a cost  of  £32  3s  lOd.  Five  patients  refunded 
£10  9s  7d  being  the  net  cost  of  the  insulin  supplied  to  them. 


Evacuation  and  Billeting. 

The  number  and  distribution  of  official  evacuees  is  shown  hi 
the  following  table: — 


At  1st  January,  1911 

Received  during  1941 

Remaining  at  31st 
Dec.,  1941 

County  Landward  Area 

Alloa  Burgh 

Alva  Burgh 

J Dollar  Burgh 

Tillicoultry  Burgh 

County  Landward  Area 

J Alloa  Burgh 

Alva  Burgh 

J Dollar  Burgh 
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u 
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o 
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u 

a 

j£ 

5 
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c 

o 

w 

* 

eS 

© 

< 

U 

St 

> 

< 

3- 

k. 

Jt 

3* 

t- 

3 
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School  Children 

64 

32 

6 

SS 

138 

1S6 

35 

35 

93 

57 

70 

15 

73 

Pre-School  Children  ... 

13 

12 

3 

21 

159 

100 

19 

15 

43 

30 

27 

6 

36 

Adults  

27 

29 

2 

34 

218 

203 

35 

SO 

66 

40 

68 

16 

64 

Totals 

104 

73 

U 

93 

565 

489 

39 

SO 

207 

1 37 

165 

ST 

ITS 

Hillfoots  Hostel,  Dollar,  was  opened  on  21st  June,  1941. 
with  41  children  from  Port  Glasgow.  It  was  closed  on  the  28tli 
January,  1942,  as  only  5 children  remained.  During  the  time 
some  GO  children  were  resident  for  varying  periods. 

Children  from  the  Carnegie  Park  Orphanage,  Port  Glasgow, 
are  now  in  residence  at  Hillfoots  House. 


Clackmannan  County 
(Landward  Area) 

1 Housing: — (a)  Sufficiency  of  Working  Class  Houses. 

Twenty-six  houses  were  built  and  let  by  the  County  Council 
in  1941  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding,  bringing  the  total  number 
of  houses  built  by  them  to  1,144  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition,  four  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

The  work  of  converting  one  4 apartment  and  forty-one  2 
apartment  houses  belonging  to  Alloa  Coal  Coy.  at  Fishcross  into 
one  4 apartment  and  thirty  3 apartment  houses  with  modern 
conveniences  was  continued  during  the  year  and  a number  were 
completed  and  occupied.  Work  on  this  scheme  was  spasmodic 
but  results  so  far  achieved  appear  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  building  operations  by  the  Local 
Authority  were  being  carried  out  with  difficulty  on  6 houses. 

(b)  Habitability  of  existing  houses. 

One  hundred  and  five  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  dwelling 
houses  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
(Scotland)  1928  and  where  defects  were  found,  steps  were  taken 
to  have  them  remedied  as  far  as  circumstances  allowed.  Statu- 
tory action  was  not  adopted  in  any  case  during  the  year  and 
efforts  generally  were  directed  to  ameliorating  conditions  where 
this  was  possible.  In  the  prevailing  circumstances,  the  carrying 
out  of  extensive  structural  alterations  was  not  found  practicable. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  1 
began  a survey  of  housing  conditions  in  the  Landward  Area  of 
the  County  with  a view  to  the  preparation  and  submission  to  the 
Local  Authority  of  a comprehensive  report  in  an  effort  to  have 
the  “decks  cleared'1  for  early  action  after  the  war  and  the  hous- 
ing policy  of  the  Council  crystallised.  In  connection  with  this 
survey,  324  houses  were  inspected. 

(c)  Overcrowding. 

The  20  houses  convpleted  by  the  Council  in  1941  were  largely 
used  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding.  Apart  from  this  action, 
nothing  else  was  possible  in  existing  circumstances. 

(d)  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  1926-1938. 

The  alterations  to  dwelling  houses  belonging  to  Alloa  Coal 
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Coy.,  Ltd.,  at  Fishcross  referred  to  in  Section  (a)  above  as  being 
in  progress  during  the  year,  are  being  carried  out  with  assistance 
under  the  above  Acts.  On  account  of  unavoidable  delays  the 
original  time  limit  for  the  completion  of  the,  work  had  to  he  ex- 
tended. No  other  work  under  these  Acts  were  carried  out  in 
1941. 

2.  Water. 

Two  samples  of  water  taken  at  the  Water  Works,  Clack- 
mannan, before  and  after  filtration  showed  that  the  slow  sand 
filters  were  functioning  very  well. 


26.5.41  . Before  After 

Filtration. 

No.  of  bacteria  growing  at  87°C.  per  c.c 50  10 

No.  of  bacteria  growing  at  22°C.  per  c.c 200 

Presumptive  coliform  count’  per  100  c.c 50  Nil. 


The  question  of  installing  a chlorinator  was  considered  but 
on  account  of  the  relative  position  of  tanks  and  mains,  it  was 
found  impossible  to  get  a common  point  at  which  to  chlorinate 
the  supply.  The  Department  of  Health  agreed  that  chlorination 
was  impracticable. 

A chlorinator  was  installed  by  Messrs  Wallace  A-  Tiernan  at 
the  works  at  Menstrie  for  the  Loss  Burn  Supply.  The  instru- 
ment is  not  yet  functioning  fully  as  minor  adjustments  are  re- 
quired. Liquid  chloros  will  be  used  as  the  sterilising  agent. 

3.  Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  238  (134 
males  and  104  females)  of  which  13  were  illegitimate.  There 
were  9 still  births. 

There  were  61  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  142  (76  males,  66 
females).  There  were  17  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were  cancer  15,  cerebral  haemorrhage 
10,  old  age  6,  heart  disease  32,  congenital  debility  10,  road  trans- 
port accidents  3,  and  other  violence  6. 

4.  Factories. 

Forty-one  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  in  1941. 
In  the  course  of  these  inspections,  one  defect  (unclean  sanitarv 
accommodation)  was  found  and  the  attention  of  the  occupier 
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drawn  thereto.  This  nuisance  was  thereafter  abated.  One  cer- 
tificate as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  was  issued  during  the 
year. 


Burgh  of  Alloa. 


1.  Housing: — (a)  Sufficiency  of  Working  Class  Houses. 

Thirty-four  houses  were  built  by  the  Town  Council  in  1941 
making  a total  (corrected)  of  1,  171  since  the  beginning  of  the 
Council's  house-building  operations. 

The  Town  Council  decided  to  postpone  work  on  12  of  the  84 
houses  being  erected  at  Hutton  Park  Site  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  last  year’s  Report  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  work  was 
proceeding  slowly  on  the  remaining  38  of  these  houses. 

(b)  Habitability  of  existing  houses. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty-four  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to 
dwelling  houses,  60  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  (Scotland)  1928  and  474  as  the  result  of  a special  sur- 
vey carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself.  Of  these 
474  houses,  421  were  classed  as  Group  I.,  i.e.  houses  which  should 
be  demolished,  and  53  were  classed  as  Group  II.,  i.e.  houses  re- 
quiring radical  reconstruction.  A report  on  the  conditions  found 
during  this  survey  was  submitted  to  the  Town  Council,  who  ap- 
pointed a special  committee  to  consider  it  in  detail. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Report  will  form  the  basis  of  a long  term 
post-war  housing  policy. 

(c)  Overcrowding. 

i 

The  houses  let  by  the  Town  Council  during  the  year  were 
largely  utilised  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding,  but  no  substantial 
progress  was  possible  on  account  of  the  abnormal  conditions  ex- 
isting. 

2.  Water. 

Gaseous  chlorinators  were  installed  by  Messrs  Wallace  & 
Tiernan  at  the  high  service  and  low  service  tanks.  The  one  sup- 
plying the  low  service  has  worked  very  well,  but  difficulties  have 
been  experienced  at  the  high  service  owing  to  frosting. 

An  unchlorinated  sample  taken  from  a tap  in  the  Burgh  gave 
the  following  result: — 

No.  of  bacteria  growing  at  22°C 

Presumptive  coliform  count  per  100  c.c 


20 

13 
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When  chlorination  is  fully  established  a better  result  should 
be  obtained. 

Public  Baths. 

A sample  of  chlorinated  water  from  the  swimming  pond  g 
the  following  satisfactory  result' on  bacteriological  examination. 


No.  of  Dacteria  growing  at  87°C 4 

No.  of  bacteria  growing  at  22  °C 2 

Presumptive  coliform  count  per  100  c.c Nil. 


3.  Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  237  (118 
males  and  119  females)  of  which  23  were  illegitimate.  There 
were  16  still  births. 

There  were  154  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  161.  There  were  22 
deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age.  The  chief  causes  of 
death  were: — cancer,  24;  cerebral  haemorrhage,  20;  heart  dis- 
ease, 31;  bronchitis,  4;  pneumonia,  6;  congenital  debility,  14: 
violence,  9;  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  5;  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, 4;  and  nephritis,  5. 

4.  Factories. 

Forty-eight  examinations  were  made  of  Factory  premises  and 
two  defects  (lack  of  cleanliness)  were  noted.  These  defects  were 
remedied  after  they  had  been  drawn  to  the  occupier's  attention. 


Burgh  of  Alva. 


1.  Housing: — (a)  Sufficiency  of  Working  Class  Houses. 

The  Town  Council  completed  8 houses  in  1941.  making  a 
total  of  269  houses  built  by  them  since  1920.  These  8 houses  ar^ 
those  at  Johnstone  Street  referred  to  in  last  year's  report  and 
complete  the  Town  Council’s  housing  activities  meantime. 

(b)  Habitability  of  existing  houses. 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
(Scotland)  1928,  21  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  dwelling 


houses.  In  2 cases  it  was  possible  to  have  conditions  somewhat 
improved  but  in  no  case  yeas  statutory  action  taken. 

(c)  Overcrowding. 

This  could  only  be  dealt  with  on  a restricted  scale  in  view  of 
the  small  number  of  new  houses  completed  during  1941.  The 
overcrowding  problem  will,  however,  require  tackling  anew  after 
the  War. 

2.  Water. 

Water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  gave 
the  following  results: — 


23-9-41. 

No.  of  bacteria 
growing  at 
37°  C. 

No.  of  bacteria  Presumptive 
growing  at  Coliform 

22°  C.  count  per  100  c.c. 

Glen  Supply  (Not  chlorinated)  

Mid  tank  at  Water  Works  Not 

3 

50 

Nil. 

chlorinated)  

12.11.41 

From  tap  in  Burgh  Yard.  (Not 

24 

500 

25 

chlorinated)  

22 

500 

13 

The  sample  from  the  Glen  Supply  is  satisfactory.  That'  from 
the  tap  in  the  Burgh  Yard  shows  an  improvement  on  the  one 
from  the  Mid  Tank  and  can  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory. 

A Bell  chlorinator  of  the  portable  type  has  been  installed. 
Owing  to  the  relative  position  of  the  tanks  and  mains,  however, 
it  is  impossible  to  chlorinate  all  the  water  drawn  when  the  demand 
is  great.  There  are  other  technical  difficulties  which  make  chlor- 
ination of  the  supply  so  erratic  as  to  be  of  little  real  value,  since 
chlorination  must  be  continuous  to  be  satisfactory. 

3.  Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  75  (42 
males,  33  females),  of  which  8 were  illegitimate.  There  were  7 
still  births. 

There  were  54  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  56  (32  males,  24 
females).  There  were  2 deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were:— cancer,  10;  heart  disease,  17; 
bronchitis,  3;  and  old  age,  6. 

4.  Factories. 

Nineteen  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  Factory  Premises 
under  the  Factories  Act,  1937.  No  defects  were  noted. 
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Burgh  of  Tillicoultry. 


1.  Housing: — (a)  Sufficiency  of  Working  Class  Houses. 

A further  6 houses  were  completed  by  the  Town  Council  at 
Jamieson  Gardens  Scheme  in  1941,  making  a total  of  240  houses 
built  by  the  Local  Authority  since  1920. 

(b)  Habitability  of  existing  houses. 

Twelve  inspections  were  made  of  dwelling  houses  during  the 
year  and  while  no  statutory  action  was  taken,  in  one  case  some 
improvement  in  conditions  was  obtained  by  arrangement. 

(c)  Overcrowding. 

The  6 houses  completed  during  the  year  were  used  largely 
for  the  relief  of  overcrowding.  No  reliable  data  as  to  the  present 
position  are,  however,  available. 

2.  Water. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr  Walker,  Burgh  Surveyor,  Tillicoultry, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  recently  installed  chlorination 
plant. 

“At  the  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  held  on  the  9th  Sep- 
tember, 1940  the  question  of  adopting  special  means  of  purifica- 
tion of  the  water  supply  was  fully  discussed. 

The  Convener  reported  that  consultations  had  taken  place 
with  Mr  Proudfoot,  Civil  Engineer,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  had  approved  of  the  treatment 
by  chlorination. 

It  was  finally  agreed  to  ask  Mr  Proudfoot  and  Mr  Millar  of 
Bell  Brothers,  Manchester,  to  prepare  plans  and  specifications, 
and  early  in  1941  these  were  accepted  and  the  work  commenced. 

The  Contractors  were  Messrs  Peter  Bamage  & Sons,  Alva, 
for  the  building  and  Messrs  Bell  Brothers  for  supplying  and  erect- 
ing the  plant.  The  work  was  finished  and  the  plant  put  into 
operation-  on  the  1st  May,  1941,  and  has  been  in  continuous  use 
since  that  date 
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The  plant  is  of  the  gravity  flow  type  and  automatic  in  use. 
The  working  parts  are  enclosed  in  a steel  cabinet  and  a set  of 
scales  is  provided  to  check  the  amount  of  chlorine  in  the  cylinder. 
The  method  employed  to  regulate  the  flow  of  gas  required  is  by- 
passing the  whole  of  the  water  supply  to  the  tank  over  a weir. 

The  weir  chamber  is  connected  to  the  instrument  by  a pipe 
with  a flexible  tube  which  connects  with  a copper  pan  suspended 
on  a lever  which  in  turn  operates  a micrometer  valve,  thus  regu- 
lating the  supply  of  gas  according  to  the  amount  of  water  passing 
over  the  weir  and  the  depth  of  water  in  the  pan. 

The  cabinet  also  contains  a working  pressure  gauge,  junction 
box  and  filter,  chlorine  meter  and  drying  tube. 

The  amount  of  gas  used  daily  is  1^  lbs.  and  the  daily  con- 
sumpt  of  water  to  the  town  is  250,000  gallons. 

The  total  cost  of  building,  alterations  and  installation  of  plant 
was  £396. 

An  even  temperature  of  the  house  is  maintained  by  the  use 
of  coal  gas  radiator. 

No  trouble  has  been  experienced  in  keeping  the  plant  in 
working  order  since  it  was  handed  over.” 

The  beneficial  effect  of  chlorination  can  be  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing results  of  samples  bacteriologically  examined.  The  sample 
after  chlorination  gives  a highly  satisfactory  result. 


11-7.41. 


No.  of  bacteria  growing  at  37° C.  ... 

No.  of  bacteria  growing  at  22°C.  

Presumptive  coliform  count  per  100  c.c.  13 

3.  Vital  Statistics. 


From  inlet  to  Water  From  House  Tap 
Works  (before  (after  Chlorina- 


treatment). 
20 
55 


tion). 

2 

1 

Nil. 


The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  58  (35 
males,  23  females),  of  which  1 was  illegitimate.  There  was  1 
still  birth. 

There  were  36  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  59  (28  males  and  31 
females).  There  were  2 deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were: — cancer,  16;  cerebral  haemorr- 
liage,  8 heart  disease,  7;  old  age,  4;  and  other  violence,  4. 


42 


4.  Factories. 

These  premises  were  inspected  on  10  occasions  and  conditions 
were  found  satisfactory  and  in  accordance  with  the  Factories  Act, 
1937. 


Burgh  of  Dollar. 

1.  Housing: — (a)  Habitability  of  existing  houses. 

Eight  routine  inspections  were  made  of  dwelling  houses 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  (Scotland) 
1928,  but  in  one  case  only  were  some  slight  improvements  found 
necessary. 

(b)  Overcrowding. 

There  is  little  change  from  the  position  outlined  in  last  year’s 
report  although  up  to  date  figures  are  not  available. 

2.  Water. 

A sample  taken  from  a house  tap  in  November  gave  the  fol- 
lowing reasonably  satisfactory  result  for  an  untreated  water. 


No.  of  bacteria  growing  at  37°C 40 

No.  of  bacteria  growing  at  22° C 500 

Presumptive  coliform  count  per  100  c.c 8 


3.  Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  20  (5  males. 
15  females)  of  which  4 were  illegitimate.  There  were  no  still 
births. 

There  were  16  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  27  (11  males.  16 
females).  Two  children  died  under  one  year  of  age.  The  chief 
causes  of  death  were: — cancer,  3;  cerebral  haemorrhage,  6:  heart 
disease,  5;  bronchitis,  3;  and  old  age,  3. 

4.  Factories. 

Eight  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  Factories  during  the 
year  but  no  contravention  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  or  Regula- 
tions made  thereunder  was  found. 
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Report  by  the  County  Sanitary 
inspector  for  194!. 


COUNTY  OF  CLACKMANNAN. 


Nuisances. 

During  the  year  50  nuisances  were  dealt  with  as  a result  of 
inspection  of  the  district  and  information  received  from  members 
of  the  public.  These  nuisances  were  all  given  prompt  attention 
when  those  responsible  for  their  abatement  were  notified  and 
none  of  them  require  detailed  reference  here. 

A number  of  visits  were  paid  to  houses  being  kept  in  a filthy 
condition  and  in  connection  therewith  it  was  necessary  to  issue 
three  notices  under  Section  40  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act-,  1897.  Visits  paid  to  houses  after  the  service  of  notices 
showed  that  there  was  considerable  improvement  in  conditions. 

Three  houses  were  successfully  treated  for  the  eradication  of 
vermin. 

Offensive  Trades,  Slaughterhouses,  etc. 

The  knackery  at  Tullibody  was  visited  on  six  occasions.  The 
question  of  rat  infestation  here  was  energetically  tackled  by  the 
proprietor  and  by  means  of  sustained  gassing  and  trapping  many 
rats  were  destroyed  and  a large  measure  of  control  achieved. 
Subsequent  regular  action  will  lessen  still  further  the  numbers  of 
these  pests  and  this  the  proprietor  has  agreed  to  carry  out. 

Apart  from  the  rat  menace,  nothing  calling  for  special  com- 
ment occurred  during  the  year  and  the  premises  were  conducted 
without  nuisance. 

All  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County 
remained  closed  because  of  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  scheme  for 
centralising  slaughtering. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
were  notified  in  1941,  297  of  them  being  removed  to  hospital  and 
the  remainder  treated  at  home.  In  connection  with  these  cases, 
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822  visits  of  enquiry  were  made,  212  houses  disinfected  and  112 
notices  were  sent  to  headmasters  intimating  the  existence  of  in- 
fectious Diseases  among  scholars  and  contacts. 

Four  sets  of  bedding  and  five  mattresses  were  steam  disin- 
fected and  two  sets  of  bedding  destroyed.  Forty-six  Library  books 
were  disinfected  and  returned  to  various  libraries. 

Milk  Production. 

There  were  on  the  Dairy  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  42 
producers  premises  and  these,  together  with  other  registered  and 
unregistered  Dairy  Premises  were  visited  on  140  occasions. 

Despite  the  difficulties  of  the  agricultural  industry,  the  Dairy 
Farms  in  the  County  were  found  usually  well  conducted  and  no 
serious  infringement  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act  or  the  Byelaws 
made  thereunder  was  noted.  In  those  cases  where  breaches  of 
the  Byelaws  were  found  they  were  quickly  put  right  by  the  occu- 
pier after  his  attention  had  been  called  to  them. 

During  the  year  applications  for  registration  were  received  in 
respect  of  four  premises.  An  application  for  a licence  to  use  the 
Special  Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested''  in  relation  to  the  milk 
produced  there  was  also  made  in  respect  of  one  of  these  premises. 
Considerable  alterations  were  necessary  in  each  of  these  cases  be- 
fore registration  and  licensing  could  be  granted  and  it  is  satisfac- 
tory to  be  able  to  report  that  in  spite  of  increasing  difficulties  re- 
garding labour  and  materials,  work  was  completed  in  three  cases 
during  the  year  and  registration  and  licensing  granted. 

One  of  these  premises  is  constructed  on  most  modern  lines 
and  up-to-date  methods  of  milk  production  are  employed  in  it.  It 
houses  an  attested  herd  and  is  licensed  for  the  production  of  T.T. 
milk.  It  is  well  managed  and  should  prove  a decided  asset  in  the 
production  of  high  quality  graded  milk  in  the  County.  Samples 
taken  since  production  started  there  have  been  uniformly  good. 

In  the  fourth  case,  work  was  nearing  completion  at  the  close 
of  1941.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  in  the  County  17 
producers  licensed  to  use  Special  Designations.  These  licences 
covered  18  premises  and  related  to  the  following  Special  Designa- 
tions, viz.: — Certified,  1;  Tuberculin  Tested,  9;  and  Standard,  8. 
In  addition  one  retailer  holds  a dealer’s  licence  for  Certified  Milk 
one  holds  a dealer’s  licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  one 
holds  a Pasteuriser's  Licence. 

Forty-eight  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacterio- 
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logical  examination  and  chemical  analysis.  Where  results  did  not 
conform  to  the  licence  conditions,  appropriate  action  was  taken  by 
investigating  the  methods  of  production,  handling  and  storage  in 
an  effort  to  secure  improvement.  Eight  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test.  All  were 
satisfactory.  The  approximate  total  number  of  animals  found  in 
registered'  producers'  premises  at  one  inspection  was  1,200. 

Milk  shops  and  retailers  premises  generally  were  found  clean 
when  inspected. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  under  this  Act  in  1941, 
viz.: — Official  (9) — Sweet  milk,  3;  Flour,  1;  Barley,  2;  Whisky, 
1;  Oatmeal,  1;  and  Lentils,  1.;  Informal  (33) — Sweet  milk,  21; 
Barley,  2;  Oatmeal,  3;  Rice,  2;  Baking  Soda,  1;  Fish  Roll,  1; 
Tea,  1;  and  Lentils,  2. 

Of  the  official  samples,  one  sweet  milk  was  slightly  deficient 
in  fat  and  the  sample  of  whisky  was  reported  to  be  39.2  under 
proof.  The  remaining  official  samples  were  reported  genuine. 

Three  of  the  informal  milk  samples  were  found  to  be  below 
the  presumptive  standard,  one  being  deficient  in  fat  and  two  in 
solids.  The  other  informal  samples  were  reported  genuine.  The 
vendors  of  the  deficient  milk  samples  were  warned  and  subse- 
quent samples  were  found  satisfactory . 

With  regard  to  the  official  sample  of  whisky,  which  had  been 
diluted  by  the  admixture  of  water  to  an  extent  greater  than  that 
permitted  (35°  u.p.)  by  Section  2 (2)  of  the  Act,  the  facts  were 
reported  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal  with  a view  to  the  vendor  being 
prosecuted  as  there  was  apparently  a “prima  facie”  contraven- 
tion of  the  Act. 

The  necessary  statements  were  given  to  the  Police  but 
nothing  fui’ther  was  heard  of  the  matter. 

Unsound  Food. 

• 

It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  an  increase  in  the  variety 
of  foodstuffs  which  had  to  be  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption during  the  year  in  substantial  quantities,  more  particu- 
larly so  when  the  unsoundness  in  some  cases  appeared  to  be  due 
to  transport  delays,  poor  warehousing  or  distributing  arrange- 
ments rather  than  to  any  unavoidable  cause.  The  resulting  loss 
of  what  would  otherwise  have  been  sound  marketable  goods  is 
most  deplorable. 
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In  the  case  of  canned  products,  condemnation  was  due  to 
“blown”  or  damaged  tins  and,  while  the  possibility  of  damage 
during  transport  is  doubtless  wholly  unavoidable,  one  wonders  if 
a deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  containers  is  not  a factor,  as 
some  war-time  containers  would  seem  to  be  more  easily  damaged 
than  those  of  pre-war  quality. 

The  proportion  of  “blown'’  tins  did  not  appear  to  be  unduly 
high  in  relation  to  the  total  quantity  of  tinned  foodstuffs. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  foodstuffs  dealt  with  as  unfit  for 
human  use: — 204  doz.  eggs;  248 J lbs.  corned  beef;  6 lbs.  corr.i  1 
pork;  10  lbs.  bacon;  8^  stones  fish;  482  tins  (16  oz.  and  141  oz.) 
condensed  milk;  1,880  lbs.  apples;  86  large  tins  (each  6 lb.  12  oz  ) 
of  prunes;  84  large  tins  (each  6 lb.  6 oz.)  of  peaches;  111  sn  ail 
tins  (each  1 lb.  12  oz.)  of  peaches;  2 dozen  packets  of  puff  pc.v.e 

and  about  10  dozen  cakes  and  meat  pies. 

Whenever  possible,  condemned  foodstuffs  were  used  for 
animal  feeding. 

Complaints  were  received  alleging  that  tinned  fish  nil  was 
unfit  for  consumption  and  until  the  matter  was  clean  l up 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  variety  complained  of  to  be  with- 
drawn from  sale  by  the  retailers. 

Happily,  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis 
showed  that  the  material  in  question  was  non-pathogenic  and  free 
from  injurious  or  deleterious  matter  and  it  was  therefore  released 
for  sale. 

Foodstuffs  damaged  by  Enemy  Action. 

The  necessary  volunteers  for  this  service  were  recruited  and 
received  training  in  anti-gas  measures  and  in  the  technical  as- 
pects of  the  subject.  Premises  were  also  selected  and  the  neces- 
sary equipment  procured.  The  volunteers,  who  are  all  experi- 
enced members  of  the  food  trade,  are  keen  and  interested  in  the 
service  and  are  due  the  thanks  of  the  community. 

The  risks  of  damage  to  foodstuffs  by  war  gases  can  be  lessened 
and  a considerable  measure  of  protection  secured  by  storing  in 
airtight  containers  of  glass,  metal,  or  earthenware  with  tightly 
fitting  lids.  The  display  of  foodstuffs  in  shop  windows  should  be 
restricted  and  foodstuffs  in  hulk  should  have  some  form  of  pro- 
tective covering,  e.g.  tarpaulins  or  even  sacks,  as  any  covering  is 
better  than  none  for  protection  against  gas.  The  ordinary  domes- 
tic refrigerator  also  gives  ample  protection  if  in  good  order.  As 
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the  war  gases  which  are  likely  to  cause  most  serious  contamina- 
tion of  foodstuffs  are  heavier  than  air,  the  storage  of  foodstuffs  in 
basements  and  premises  below  the  general  level  of  the  surround- 
ing ground  should  be  avoided. 

Emergency  Activities  due  to  War. 

A considerable  proportion  of  the  Department’s  time  and 
energy  was  devoted  to  various  wartime  duties  which  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  go  into  any  detail  here.  These  included  Salvage  of 
Waste  and  Dormant  Materials,  Emergency  Relief  Organisation, 
Decontamination  of  Materials  and  Foodstuffs,  Emergency  Mortu- 
ary Services,  Inspection  of  Street  Surface  Shelters,  etc'.  The 

following  quantities  of  waste  materials  were  collected  in  1941: 

•20  tons  waste  paper,  9 cwt.  77  lbs.  bones,  28  tons  13i  cwt.  scrap 
iron,  8 tons  damaged  sacks  and  1 ton  2 cwt.  broken  glass,  etc. 


TABLE  I.  Causes  of  Death  (Corrected  for  Transfer)  during  1941. 
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